Validation of oesophageal cancer surgery data in the Swedish Patient Registry.
The Swedish Patient Registry provides data about diagnoses and surgical procedures for research purposes. There are, however, almost no validation studies of the data on surgical procedures, and none of oesophageal cancer surgery. This was a validation study of the accuracy of codes representing oesophageal cancer resection, surgical approach and oesophageal substitute in the Swedish Patient Registry during the period 1987-2005. The registered data were compared with a thorough review of the corresponding operation charts collected from medical records. Among 1358 patients with a code representing oesophageal resection in the Patient Registry, the positive predictive value was 99.6%. The dominant surgical procedures in terms of surgical approach (transthoracic) and type of oesophageal substitute (gastric conduit) had positive predictive values of 99.8% and 99.4%, respectively. The more rare procedures with regards to approach (transhiatal) and substitute (bowel) had lower positive predictive values of 68.8% and 68.5%, respectively. The high accuracy of the data regarding oesophageal cancer resection in the Swedish Patient Registry stresses its appropriateness for research purposes.